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Ms Arya Eghbal Shokouhi is the director
of Arya Art Gallery. She has more than 20
years experience and is among women who
were able to pave the way by her attempts
and constant efforts. With all her modesty,
she does not know herself as successful.
She believes successfulness has a relative
definition and the importance goes to efforts
and attempts. She continues: “It is not the
society which provides us with everything,
| mean it should, but if it was not prepared,
the person should do it and | did the same
as well.”

We asked her to introduce her and brief us
on her efforts:

‘I was born in 1962. | have studied paint-
ing and took my Bachelor from Alzahra Uni-
versity, in Tehran, in 1989. | graduated from
high school in 1980. The delay in studying

Ms Arya Shokouhi Eghbal:
My life changed with
painting

m By: Nasrin Payandeh/Ayda Aletaha

in higher education was due to universi-
ties closedown during Cultural Revolution.
So | entered the university in 1983 as the
first students accepted in universities after
re-opening. In 1992, | inaugurated “Araya”
Gallery and in 2002, | established “Arya”
Training School of Visual Arts. It is eight
years that with two of my colleagues: Ela-
heh Javaheri and Mozhgan Valipour, | run
the Cultural Institute of “Mah-e-Mehr” which
is an independent institute from Arya Train-
ing School.

| am married and have two sons. One is
the senior student in Electronics and the
other, the one you met, is studying at mid-
dle school....”

The full text of interview is published in
Farsi section =
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| visited an enlightened pragmatic woman
to fulfill my responsibility in introducing some
of her experiences and achievements in im-
proving women’s rights. Her office in Univer-
sity of Tehran is the meeting place of students
and graduates who love her and believe she
is always there to solve their education and
non-education problems. Her mobile phone
non-stop rings. From time to time, you hear
a woman'’s tired voice, released from prison,
and looks for a job or loan. Sometimes it is
the voice of children seeking assistance to
free their mothers from jail. They are sure of
receiving an assisting hand.

She knows students’capabilities, one by
one; and appoints appropriate tasks for each.
The students, who never hear “no” of her, try
their best to give a hand to her in humanitar-
ian attempts.

Shahla Moazami was born in an open-mind-
ed populated family. She passed her school
time in Isfahan. In 1966, she started her stud-

ies in Law in University of Tehran. In 1971,
she took her master degree in same field.
In 1973, as the first group of PhD students
in Criminology, she continued her studies in
University of Tehran. Following the birth of
her first daughter, she started working in Law
Directorate of Ministry of Housing. After Cul-
tural Revolution and re-opening of universi-
ties, and the birth of her second child, she de-
fended her PhD thesis, “Dangerous Posture”,
supervised by Dr. Mohammad Ashouiri.

In 1988, she was rejected from teaching in
the university. However in 1997, during the
Presidency of Seyed Mohammad Khatami;
she started her career as the Deputy to Insti-
tute of Criminology in University of Tehran.
So far, Dr Moazami, has compiled five books:
= Family Rights in Islam, 2000, Iran Text-
books Publishing Company,
= Law Training for Girls, 2002, Alzahra Pub-
lications,
= Law Training for Juveniles, 2003, Iran
Textbooks publishing Company,
= Girls’ Escape, Why? 2003 Gerayesh Pub-
lications,
= The Institutional Crime, 2005, Dadgostar
Publications.

Dr. Shahla Moazami is the member of Edi-
torial Board of : scholarly-research maga-
zine of‘Women’s Studies” affiliated to Iranian
Council of “Women’ Studies” , scholarly-ad-
vocacy Quarterly of “Studies on Crime Pre-
vention”, Journal of “Preventive Police in Dis-
ciplinary Forces”, and the Journal of “Criminal
Science” affiliated to the Institute of Criminol-
ogy.

As a professor in University of Tehran, at
the moment, Dr Moazami teaches “Children
Criminology”, “Criminal Law Procedure for
Children” and “Criminology”.

Dr Moazami has carried out various research
projects. Considering the outcomes and the
methodology, her research on spouse-killing
can be considered as the best among others.

The full text of the interview is published in

Farsi Section =




time and the place. We cannot say if a nine-
year-old girl performs a misdeed, she should
be punished but a 14-year-old boy should
not.

The relations among political, economic,
social, mental and religious maturities
should be reviewed. In the framework of Is-
lamic jurisprudence, by considering time
and place dynamics, the Government of
Wisdom and Hope will submit legislations to
the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Parlia-
ment) in support of women.

Strengthening the family foundation, and
improving the satisfaction with family life will
be a principle in the Government of Wisdom
and Hope.

Womens issues should be heeded. Wom-
en are active in the society. They work.
However for equal work [with men] they en-
joy unequal rights.

The improvement of women'’ status and
have an equal look to scientific, research,
political, social and economic capabilities of
women will be taken into consideration. The
basis of considering “whether women prefer
to work in or outside the houseTs unappeal-
ing. Women should choose themselves and
they do not need any guardians in their
choice.

In last five years, there has been a de-
crease of 23% of employed women. Wom-
ens employment should be in proportion
with women who are educating. In upcom-
ing government, the gap will be narrowed
down.

Where does the Constitution talk about
gender segregation in universities and de-
priving women from education in some
university courses? The scheme of gender
segregation is a non-professional plan and
is not in compatible with Iranian society.

The social security coverage should be ex-

panded among all women especially wom-
en headed households. In Government of
Wisdom and Hope, the social security ser-
vices will have the coverage on women.
Peoples livelihood, especially womes, will
be improved.

The points highlighted in below were in Dr
Dadandisk’ statements, published in news
agencies. She was deputy of womeg’affairs
at Dr Roharg’election campaign.

Appraise the value of house chores car-
ried out by housewives who include 61% of
Iranian women,

Heed wome employment rights both in
governmental and non-governmental sec-
tions, which should be monitored by the
Government,

The employment of many women in min-
istries but holding few managerial posts by
them,

The Governmerd’ responsibility to provide
families principle needs, which according to
the Constitution include: food, clothing and
housing,

Include empowering family members, life
skills trainings, access to legal counseling,
improving ethics and respect attitude, sup-
porting the elderly and the disabled in fami-
lies in Dr Rohars’programs,

Take an approach towards international
women’ conventions and find strategies for
correct decision-makings,

Heed National Insurance Act, adopted
ten years ago by Islamic Assembly and the
social security scheme for housewives and
its continuity with priority of women headed
households,

Remove discrimination and job insecurity
among women laborers and poverty elimi-
nation among rural women by appropriation
a certain share of rural credits and facilities
to them,

Increase the population based on
couples’decisions and not by interfering pol-
icies on childbearing
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Women

and the Governmentof Wisdom and Hope

m By: Maryam Jahani

The eleventh presidential election, with
eight candidates on June 14, was finalized
by counting votes and announcing the result
in favor of Hojat-ol-Eslam Hassan Rohani.

Among 700individuals registered for Pres-
idential candidacy, 30 were women.
Although following the comments of Ayatol-
lah Yazdi, the member of Guardian Council
on prohibition of women to be President,
many women objected the idea; due to
ambiguity of the Constitution, women con-
tinued registering as candidates so that
similar to the time of compiling the Consti-
tution, the translation of “political men” be
consolidated as “political figures” in the text
of the law.

Relying the elected President’s opinions,
mentioned below, we wish the women’s
society to gain their rights and be wit-
ness of attaining the rights of children,
families and in general the Iranian society.
The following was among Dr Hassan Ro-
hani’s statements during the election pro-
paganda and in his announced program for
the government:

1. Equal Opportunities

= Today that there is a need to move the
society towards improvement; we should
heed the 50% of the population, women.
Women’s share should be taken into con-
sideration in managerial positions. We face
a historical chronic reversion in this regard
which needs to be compensated. The “gen-
der” is not an indicator for the Government
of Wisdom and Hope in managerial sphere.
= The Justice means equal opportunities in

scientific, social and political activities. The
Government of Wisdom and Hope provides
this equality between men and women.

= The upcoming government is the one
which creates equal opportunities for men
and women. If women have equal roles [with
men] in social improvement and the devel-
opment, so they have to enjoy equal rights
in opportunities as well.

= Discrimination against women is not ac-
ceptable. The “gender” is not an appropriate
criterion in taking social responsibilities. In
decisions and in decision-makings women
should have equal roles as men.

= | will manage in a way that girls [young
women] feel secure. | do not let unknown
agents interrogate any one. Girls in society
are safe guards of Hijab and chastity them-
selves.

= The culture is vast. There are no musts in
cultural issues. The world of the culture has
a cultural mechanism. In the cultural world,
issues should be solved out by the culture
and through cultural tools. It is not possible
to solve cultural challenges with police forc-
es.

2. Women's Ministry

In order to return the spoiled rights of wom-
en, the Ministry for Women’s Affairs has
been anticipated in the Government of Wis-
dom and Hope.

3. Review the Islamic Jurisprudence

= The upcoming Government believes the
Islamic jurisprudence needs to be reviewed
by the Islamic Seminary. We ask the Islam-
ic seminaries to heed the dynamics of the




The Time which Lost!

We start with the name of God to
assist us and bestow on us the jus-
tice, equality and humane values. This
is a prayer who every human being
may request God. No doubt, God will
change hardships to happiness and
hopes.

Everybody assumes rules and regu-
lations are to lead into peace and the
mind and soul comfort. If not, with
minute to minute tensions there will be
neither peace nor comfort.

However some people have to
always experience the anxiety. If not
all, some of women especially girls
suffer from a constant worry that what
will be the outcome of changes for
them?

They believe most of changes would
be negative. Most of them do not think
optimistically. By-laws and circulars
adopted through personal lenses, with
no knowledge and without taking ben-
efits from previous experiences, have
drowned their future in ambiguity and
disappointed them of planning for fu-
ture.

The law is enforced to promise the
future, and to enable people to plan
their lives as it is supposed the stability
rules the society and the law supports
all.

It seems today the part of despair
among youth goes back to education.
Lack of expertise in cultural imposi-
tions has drawn an unpleasant future
for the youth. We are witness of limi-
tations in university courses, discrimi-
nation, gender segregation and justifi-
cations which all deprive women from
society.

This house, the society, is for all. The
benefit and gain for all should be taken
into account. There is no place to en-

force segregations which are contrary
to the Constitution and are based on
personal tastes. This house is not a
place of parade for those who scarify
public benefits with personal trials and
errors, those who are ignorant to the
law.

Years passed since compiling the
Constitution. Most of women’s right
should have been achieved. Despite
developments women gained by their
attempts in education and other fields,
instead of having a paved way, various
justifications are taking these develop-
ments away. Still red lights are turned
on. It is as if there is wall around the
society, some are let inside some not.
The question is:

= How can a two parted society with
mentioned culture achieve the devel-
opment?

= How can we mobilize our power
towards development and consolidat-
ing of independency?

= How can we go towards the light
documented Prospect?

= Can we pass personal interpreta-
tions and imposed opinions and
achieve the unity and empathy?
Taking benefit from all potentials of
the country, women and men, practic-
ing and not just talking, we can reach
answers; otherwise still we will lose
the time.
Let’s review the past. It is not accept-
able to lose the time any more. We
are far from social indicators. The lag
should be compensated. We should
believe women are men’s comrades
in the society.

Hope a day in which the law and the
justice rule and stream into lives =

Directing Manager
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