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Leila Onsori

I have missed myself. It is years that I have no time
for me. I miss walking on streets, with no concerns
about unprepared lunch, dinner or no worries about
children being a few minutes late to the school. It
is years that my share of me is zero. Instead I am a
good mother and a devoted wife through others’ eyes.
The difference among week days is defined by my
children’s school schedule, otherwise what makes it
different which Saturday is today?

Ms. F is vo. She complains of her lifeless days. She
married ten years ago and now she has two children.
Like many other housewives, she feels lonely in
repeated days. Many of women who experience years
of doing house chores and being a role mother are
exhausted inside. They all complain of much house
chores and ignorance of their entitlements and rights,
even a simple gratitude. They have thousands things
to do. The exhaustion remains when they hear “What
have you done since morning?”

My Responsibilities, All Futile

No waged work, lack of economic independence, absence
of constructive relations, and feeling of ineffectiveness
are results of developing depression in women. Women
suffer depression twice more than men. Being employed
or not, to do house chores is an endless -Ythour job. There
is no salary or promotion, no leave. Looking carefully to
women’s life schedule, you find out they have to pay close

Mothers Rights in International Documents

The system of International Human Rights, with emphasis on United Nations” Charter and the principle of “Respect to
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms” has a special attention to women’s and men’s rights since the second half of the
twentieth century. The principle is observed in international conventions, treaties, and covenants. Important principles respected

attention to daily matters and at the same time fulfill their
important task as mothers Dr Hamid Farzadi, the psychologist
and lecturer to Iran Medical University, believes there are
too much expectations of a housewife. Usually women are
expected to meet physical and emotional needs of family
members including the spouse, children and elderlies in
the household. Furthermore, women are responsible for
the majority of tasks in house management whether it is
shopping, cleaning, cooking, and taking care of children and
their health, or their education There is no working-hours
for these duties, no beginning, no end. Women endure
constant pressures as result of these continuous factors.
Men have clear responsibilities. They start in a clear time
and end in a clear hour. They receive rewards for their work
and activitiesWomen should pay attention to all details.
This is the reason they usually own high management
abilities. Most of them are capable and wise. However it is
not noticed and seems to be unimportant. Women play an
important role in success of family members.

in United Nations Charter and the relevant international documents are as follows:

-The importance of equality between men and women in enjoyment of full civil, political, economic, social and cultural
rights. -The importance of special policies with the aim of women’s empowerment and their active, equal and free participation
in all aspects of public and private life Since beginning, the system of United
Nations in its concerns, activities, practical policies and norms pays attention
to women’s rights, especially in family framework and specifically to mothers’
status. This system, by standards, obligatory rules, and guide principles,
clearly attempts to bound governments to commitments and includes both
governmental and non-governmental actors in international conferences
to compile norms in text of documents as of International Human Rights
Declaration. The aim is to assist government stakeholders during the procedure
of policy and regulations setting and compliment, in judicial and executive
procedures and to evaluate actions for safeguarding women’s rights especially
mothers’. Through this perspective, the supports to mothers in international
documents are explored in three levels: during marriage, after divorce and in

employment sphere.

Zahra Jafari
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Today women in all societies ask for equal rights
with men or at least they require their rights in dignity
with humane status. From one hand there is less men
who call women openly as weak and incapable as it was
in far previous years. From other hand, governments
emphasize on women’s empowerment and admire
their capabilities. So why do women still demand for
delayed requests and are not convinced with their
share of power?

A review to the workbook of previous governments
proves the issue of women’s demands in governmental
policies although was considered as pushing one step
forwards, in reality it was pushed two steps backward.
The Seventh Government of Seyed Mohammad
Khatami raised up women’s expectations by slogans
on political development, attention to citizenship
rights, freedom of speech, and highlighting of women’s
rights. At that time many considered women’s
entrance to power positions as a must.

However, Khatami not only in first round of
his Presidency, but in the second round did not
recommend any woman as Minister to the Parliament.
To reply to the question on reason about the lack of
women among his selected Ministers, he stated: “I do
not wish to risk by selecting a woman as my Minister.”

However, although there was no woman Minister
during Khatami’s time, the chairperson of one of
the most important organization in the Government
of Reforms was with a woman. Masoumeh Ebtekar
whose name was tied up with occupation of American
Embassy, remained for eight continuous years as

Khatami’s Deputy and the Head of the Department of
Environment.

During Ahmadinejad’s Government of Kindness,
further to Marzieh Vahid Dastjerdi, appointments of
women in high positions like Nasrin Soltankhah, the
Science Deputy to the President, Minoo Kianirad ,
the Exchange Deputy to the Central Bank, Fatemeh
Bodaghi, the Legal Deputy to the President, and
Azadeh Aradakani, Head of Iran National Museum,
were all steps forwards by a conservative government.

Nevertheless, at the same time, gender segregation in
education, and gender discrimination in employment
such as advocating and enforcement of work-from-
home schemes, early retirement, increasing leave
days and decreasing women’s working hours, giving
priority to women’s role as mothers, and new family
planning policies were part of Ninth and Tenth
Governments’ measures which led for negation of
mentioned appointments and caused for interpreting
them as advertising shows by the government’s critics.

o The Turn of “The Wisdom and Hope” Government

Subsequent to two rounds of Presidency of
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, the needs and demands for
reviewing women’s policies increased. Months prior
to the Eleventh Presidential Election, the activists
anticipated the upcoming government would be
more flexible to women’s demands. A few days after
election of Hassan Rohani as the President, experts,
previous authorities and women activists found out
that women’s demands were increased to the point
that they wonder where to start from.




Further to your academic background, you are
known as a political activist and critic; how did you

enter Politics? If Elaheh Koulaie introduces her,
which part of her activities will be more highlighted?

I was born in a middle class family. My father was
a merchant in bazaar. He was extremist and religious.
My maternal grandfather was modern and at the same
time was active and trusted by people. For same reason,
I became acquainted with challenges and contradictions
between modernism and the tradition since I was a
child. Due to my father will, who wished me to study
in an Islamic school and not in a co-educational
school, I attended Islamic Alavi Elementary School. I
had to observe Chador coverage since the first grade.
Nevertheless my maternal extended family was more in
line with social developments. I was grown up among
important challenges. I have experienced it myself.
I know dictating does not work and the reply is the
resistance and intolerance to enforcement and pressure.

I married my cousin and marriage opened my
way. Immediately after graduating from high
school, I passed in Politics in then National
University (Shahid Beheshti). Although none of my
family members was ever political, I was interested
in the subject. I had many political interests. I recall
I was following up the court procedure of Mehdi
Rezaie and Khosro Gol-e-sorkhi trials before the
revolution. Following marriage, the limitations of
parental house decreased. There was no force for
Chador coverage and educating in girls’ school. I
was enjoying new serious freedoms.

Did you ever directly feel the gender discrimination?
Did you ever subject to the discrimination?

I was insisted to be employed in Alzahra University
(only women university) because they thought I was good-
looking. It was a kind of discrimination, which I did not
accept. Prior to this, following our entrance to Tarbiat
Modarres University, in the second round of absorption

PhD students, they announced there would be no
acceptance of women students in Politics in that university
any more. It was beyond discrimination of families against
their daughters. Furthermore, the university announced as
married women students did not have to pay for the family
expenditure, their scholarship would be same amount as for
single women students.

It was further to systematic injustice in families. We
experienced other kind of discrimination in academic sphere
too. We expected the Islamic Revolution would be an end to
gender inequalities. In objection to mentioned discrimination,
we complained to the then Minister of Education, Dr
Mohammad Ali Najafi. The problem was removed later on.

Do you know you your academic identity more
effective or your Political one?

I was to improve my goals through scholarly and
academic activities until I accepted the position of
Educational Management in Faculty of Law and
Political Science in a difficult condition. In a faculty
which was and still is very Political and all scholarly
activities of the Faculty is under influence of Political
issues, the position was an introduction to me to know
people’s issues and the society closely. I did not have
such an experience before.

Ms Koulaie, despite all pressures, you were the first
woman parliamentarian, who did accept to attend
the Parliament with Chador coverage and you stood
on your own coverage, which of course followed by
admiration of some and taunts of others; let us know
more about those days and your motivation.

I did not like this coercion since I was a child and
I always was objecting against. I had experienced this
compulsion in the family with a prejudiced father first
and then in Islamic schools. The resistance against
coercion is in human nature. Men taught us “Humans
are eager to do whatever they are banned from”. It is
annoying then that they let themselves force women
what to do. It was always an issue for me. I used to
say it was not to anyone what I wear. God has placed
the basis of religion on freedom. I believe there is no
place for this enforcement and coercion in Islam and
these approaches have roots in our patriarchal culture.
They have no roots in the religion. In this thought, a
woman should be always controlled by a man. Who
can change these culture and norms? Those who
are able to define principle values in new forms. I
believe it is my duty. I even would walk on a mine
land but I would not quit my wish to state Islam is
not Chador. I did not mean to harm the state and
the religion. Many of women in today world do not
accept Chador. For many modern women Chador is
not a defendable symbol and is not in consistent with
roles of women today.
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Women’s Rights” Interview with Dr Elaheh Koulaie”

Capable, Wiomen, are inyisible,

The change in women’s status depends on the change in the society and the authorities’ attitude

39

Many people know “Elaheh Koulaie”. She is well-known for her different coverage from her political
counterparts rather than her political activities and teaching Politics in University of Tehran. A lady

with light color head-scarf and long dress, present in media and meetings to set forth her views for

discussion. She has clear speech and temerity, which is not common among women political activists.

“Women’s Rights” dialogue with her:

Katayoun Mesri

Further to your academic background, you are
known as a political activist and critic; how did you
enter Politics? If Elaheh Koulaie introduces her,
which part of her activities will be more highlighted?

I was born in a middle class family. My father was
‘a merchant in bazaar. He was extremist and religious.
My maternal grandfather was modern and at the same

Dr Koulaie was educated in International Relations in Tarbiat Modarres University. The Parliament
membership in sixth round of Islamic Consultative Assembly is noticeable in her background.iS_he
has worked for years as the consultant in Department of East Development and as the director to the
Department of Commonwealth Countries in the Center for Strategic Studies. She has been member to
the Asia Consultative Group in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Research Council in the Research
Center to the Parliament and used to be the Deputy to Islamic Iran Participation Front. The following is

time was active and trusted by people. For same reason,
I became acquainted with challenges and contradictions
between modernism and the tradition since I was a child.
Due to my father will, who wished me to study in an
Islamic school and not in a co-educational school, I
attended Islamic Alavi Elementary School. I had to
observe Chador coverage since the first grade.
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“Marriage to the Adopted Child”

Arezou Aziz

Can Father Be Husband 2!

For many years, the experts of children’s rights
were expecting updating related laws with -f-year old
background. The Bill for Safeguarding Unaccompanied
Children and Children with Mal-headship was to cross
a line on all weaknesses and shortens to these laws.
However by unanticipated changes to two Articles in
last phases of the adoption of the support Bill, activists
felt the taste of bitterness. The taste would be bitterer if
the government did not cancel the controversial Note
to this Bill. Nevertheless marriage to the adopted child
is still probable due to policies of judicial courts.

The new law was to be a further support to children
and it was successful to accelerate the adoption
procedure, however by the approval of Article vy
and the Note to Article v#, the purpose of the Bill
was violated and the attempts of those who were to
prepare a safe shelter for hurt and vulnerable children
were totally erased.

» Consequences of marriage to the adopted child

In reply to the question on aims of child adoption
through lenses of authorities and the motivation
of guardianship of an unsupported child due to
humane and emotional motivations or choosing and
controlling the child since childhood to be a wife;
Elham Taghipour, the psychologist, stated: “The
authorities should decrease emotional vulnerabilities
and problems of unaccompanied minors by laws.
Nevertheless the consequences of such attitudes in
families will be the growth of sense of fu evalence
of types of sexual violence is the first consequence of
enforcement of this law.” While explaining the lack of
being raised up in a family is not worse than having
a bad family, he continues: “The child’s identity and
her personality form in a family. A bad family is never
better than lack of support of being raised in a family.
Many couples do not wish to have children because
they believe raising a child is a very difficult task in
itself in normal condition, let alone looking sexually
to a child since adoption.

« The Contrast of the Bill with International
Rights

With regard to the family status in Islamic society,
the law has a special attention to family issues in Article
ten of the Constitution. “The family is a fundamental

unit of Islamic society. All laws and regulations, and |

plannings should be in line with safeguarding the |

family and solidarity of family relations on the basis =

of Islamic laws and morals”

Ayatollah Mousavi Bojnourdi believes: “The
legislator is to prevent the legal debates in cases. He
should consider the registration of marriage with
the adopted child as illegal. The marriage should be
announced as corrupted.

The religious permission or prohibition (Halal and
Haram) and the legal prohibition of a matter by the
legislator should not be necessarily the same. There
is difference between religiously prohibited matters
(Haram) and legally forbidden issues. In light of religious
taught and Islamic jurisprudence, and in framework of
Islamic laws, dynamics of time and place and the social
norms are to be taken into consideration in compiling
the social regulations during describing forbids and
permits. To safeguard the interest of Islamic society, an
issue can be announced as legally forbidden if it is clearly
in contradiction with social concerns and if the religion is
silent about it or even does not know it as Haram.

We should not necessarily mingle legal issues,
necessary for social order and regulation with religious
ones. The legislator is to choose the most appropriate
way to keep order and observe Islamic social morals for
social development. He is to legalize and advocate. He
is to take assistance of dynamic Islamic judgment and
Islamic authorities in cases of quasi-inconsistencies.
The legislator does not interfere religious authorities

in Halal and Haram issues.

Zohreh Sadat Amiraftabi
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